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Tech hitch for new II'Ts

Yet To Be Approved By Parliament; Convocations Hit

Dayananda Yumiembam| Tnn

Ahmedabad: Hundreds of bright shudents had
foreseen a promising future for themselves as
soon as they were admitied to new Indian Insti-
tufesof Technology (IFTs), set up in 2008.

Their dreams have, however, hit a roadblock
even as the first batch of BTech students is set to
graduate in May The new instituies are yet to be
approved as HTs by Parliament. As a resuli, the
passing out students will not getan T degreefor
the thme being,

Al IITs aregoverned by the Institutes of Tech-
nology Act, 1961. The Act declares them as ‘insti-
tutions of national importance’ and specifies
their framework for governance, powers and du-
ties. The Gandhinagar campus wasamong the six
H'Ps set up in 2008, Another two were added the
nextyear.

While the Lok Sabha passed the bill for incor-
porating the new HTs under the Act, Hisvetiobe
cleared by RajvaSabha. Because of the uncertain-
ty thellTsare unable tofix a datefor theirfirstcon-
vocation. Traditionally Ts host theirannual con-
vocationsin August,

“We are hoping Parliament moves quickiy”
said a director of one of the new ITs. “If takes
iime to plan a convocation that meets HT stan-
dards.”

The first batch of 30 MTech students of IIT
Hyvderabad graduated in 2011, The students ave,
however waiting for thelr degree certificates, Di-
rector Uday Desai saidfrom Hyderabad, “We have
given the students provisional degree certificates
for the time being, With the Lok Sabha having
cleared thebill, half thejobisdone. Wearehoping
that theRajva Sabha clears thebill this time.”

Atotalof 160 students will be graduating from
T Hyderabad this year Some 600 endergraduate
and postgraduate students will be passing out
from the new II'Ts this year. ITT-Gandhinagar has
88 undergraduate siudents.
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No degrees for
students of new
[I'Ts, for now

bayananda Yumiembam/|tnn

Ahmedabad: Hundreds of
students had foreseen a
bright future for themselves
as soon as they were admitted
to new Indian Institutes of
Technology ('Ts), set up in
2008.

But their dreams have hit
a roadblock even as the first
batchof BTech studentsisset
to graduate in May The new
institutes are yet to be ap-
proved as IITs by the Parlia-
ment. As a resuilt, the passing
cutstudents will notget anli't
degreeforthe time being,

All IITs are governed by
the Institutes of Technology
Act, 1961, The Act declares
them as ‘institutions of na-
tional importance’ and speci-
fies their framework for gov-
ernance, powers and duties.
The Gandhinagar campus
was among the six HTs set up
in 2008. Anocther two were
added the nextyear.

While the Lok Sabha
passed the bill for incorporat-
ing the new II'f's under the
Act, it is vet 1o be cleared by
Rajva Sabha. Because of the
unceriainty, the HTs are un-
able to fix a date for their first
convocation.  Traditionally,
H7s host their annual convo-
cations in August,

“Wearehoping the Parlia-
ment moves guickly” said a

director of one of the new
HTs "It takes time fo plan a
convocation that meets HT
standards.”

The first baich of 30
MTech students of HT Hyde-
rabad graduated in 2011. The
students are waiting for their
degree certificates. Director
Uday Desaisaid from Hydera-
bad, “We have given the stu-
dents provisional degree cer-
fificates for the time being,
With the Lok Sabha having
cleared the bill, half thejob is
done. We are hoping that the
Rajyva Sabha clears the bill
this fime.” A fotal of 160 stu-
dents will be graduating from
the lIT Hyderabadthis yvear.

Some 600 under-graduate
and post-graduate students
will be passing out from the
new HTs this year H'TGand-
hinagar has 88 undergradu-
ate students.
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Ahmedabad: Hundreds of students
hadforeseen abright future for them-
selves as soon as they were admitted
to new Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gv (HTs) set upin 2008.

But their dreams have hit a road-
block even as the first batch of BTech
students is set fograduate in May:

The new institutesareyettobeap-
proved as HTs by Parliament. Asare-
sult, the passingout students will not
gef an IIT degree for the time being.
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No II'Tian tag for 600 students who graduate in May?

All HTs are governed by the Insti-
tates of Technclogy Act, 1961, The
Act declares them as ‘institutions of
national importance” and specifies
their framework

Rajya Sabha. Because of the uncer-
tainty the IfTs are unable tofix a date
fortheir first convocation. Tradition-
ally, IFfs host thelr annual convoca-
tions in August.

for governance,
powers and du-
ties. The Gandh
nagarcampus wasamongthe six [Ts
set up in 2008. Another two were add-
ed thenextyvear

While the Lok Sabha passed the
bl for incorporating the new IITs
under the Act, itisvettobe cleared by

“We are hoping Pariia-
ment moves guickly,” said
a direcior of one of the
new [Fi's. “It takes time to plan a con-
vocation thatmeets BT standards.”

The first batch of 30 MTech stu-
dents of HT Hyderabad graduated in
2011, The students are waiting for
their degree certificates. Direcior
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Uday Desai said from Hyderabad,
“We have given the students provi
sicnaldegreecertificatesforthetime
being. With the Lok Sabha having
cleared the bill, half the job is done.
We are hoping that the Rajva Sabha
clearsthe bill thistime.” A total of 160
students will be graduating from the
T Hyderabad this year.

Some 600 undergraduate and
post-graduate students will be pass-
ing out from the new II'Ts this year
HT-Gandhinagar has 88 undergradu-
ate students.
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Harvard B-school sets up aclassroomin Mumbai

KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbai, 29 February

S-headquartered Harvard
l I Business School (HBS) has
finally found an address for its
executive education classroom in
India, The B-school, beginnifig this
March, will offer executive pro-
grammes at the Taj Lands End, at
Bandra, in suburban Mumbai.

The space at the hotel will be an

amphitheatre-style classroom fash-

loned after the ones at Harvard }

Business School in Boston. The
B-school has been conducting execu-
tive education or management devel-
opment programmes (MDPs} in India
since 2008 at five-star hotels.

HBS and its India Research Center
(IRC), which was set up in 2006, offer
three executive education pro-
grammes in India, This year, while it

has already offered one executive edu-
cation programme, it will offer two
more between March and May 2012.

HBS is charging ¥2,29,250 for its
programme of ‘Building a Global
Enterprise in India’ in March, It will

charge 32,04,750 for its programme
on "Develop India — Real Estate
Strategies for Growth’, to be offered
in May.

India’s growing 2350 -Crore execu-
tive education space continues to

attract B-schools. The Wharton
School of Business, University of
Pennsylvania, will also have its own
centre in India. “We will have office
space and classrooms. We are looking
ata centralised location and Mumbai
that will suit our needs the most, as of
now, Within the next two vears we will
have a physical presence in India.
Through the centre, we will not only
conduct executive education, but will
also use it as a blace for the alumni to
converge and our faculty to convene
for research,” Jason Wingard, vice-
dean, Executive Education at
‘Wharton told Business Standard.
Wharton joins the likes of
University of Chicago, Tuck School of
Business, INSEAD, Oxford
University’s Said Business School and
Duke University, among others, to
offer their executive education pro-
grammes in India. "We have realised

that many of the emerging markets
continue to grow, and it is important
for us to have a variety of locations
around the world. We are present in
India, China and Brazil” Wharton
receives about 10,000 executive edu-
cation participants on its campus
everyyear and India isamong the top
three countries in terms of partici-
pants from outside the US.

Whatton has started a certificate
programme, ‘Accelerated
Development Prograny, for business
leaders in India from January 2012.
Track one of the programme will have
three Wharton executive education
programmes in India at ¥6,60,000
(plus service tax). Track two will see
two executive education programmes
in India and one in Philadelphia in
the US for T500,000 (plus service tax)
and Wharton Philadelphia pro-
gramme at a discount of 25 per cent.
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Monsoon pattern changing?

Indo-UK Study To Find If Climate Change Affecting Seasonal Rains

Amit Bhattacharya | tnn

New Delhi: How will climate
change affect the Indian
monsooninthecoming years
and decades? Given the cru-
cial importance of the an-
nual rains for the country’s
food and water needs, scien-
tists from 10 institutions in
India and the UK have
mounted the most compre-
hensive research exercise
yettoanswer that question.

The Rs 1{-crore project —
called South Asian Precipita-
tion: A Seamless Assessment
(SAPRISE) — is bringing to-
gether around 35 scientists
who would scrutinize all fae-
tors that impact rainfall in
the region.

“The project will look at
how climate change is likely
to affect each of these driv-
ers. It's a three-year pro-
gramme and at the end of it,
wehope tohave a significant-
ly better understanding of
the monsoon and Indian
rainfall in general,” said
Krishna AchutaRao of IIT
Delhi, who is the project’s
lead principal investigator
on the Indian side.

Bilal Bahadur

The Rs 10-crore study project is bringing together 35 scientists

The mega programme,
part of alarger study of the
Indian water cycle, is being
jointly funded with the min-
istry
{(MoES) putting in Rs 35
crore and the UK govern-
ment 1 million pounds. Last
week, participating scien-
tists from India and Britain
met for the first time,

“Although work began a
few months ago, weallmet to
discuss what exactly each
team would be doing so that
everybody is on the same
page,” said AchutaRao, an
associate professor at HT's

of earth sciences

Centre for Atmospheric Sci-
ences. Other SAPRISE ex-
perts have been drawn from
Kanpur and Kharagpur IITs,
the India Meteorological De-
partment, the Indian Insti
tute of Tropical Meteorolo-
gy, the National Centre for
Medium Range Weather
Forecasting and the Indian
Centrefor Climate and Socie-
tal Impacts Research. From
Britain, the UK Met Office
and universities of Reading
and Exeter are part of the

project.
SAPRISE is different
from another big MoES pro-
i

ject, the Monsoon Mission,
launched to evolve better
models to predict the mon-
soon. AchutaRao said re-
searchers would look at the
affect of climate change on
El Nino-La Nina patterns,
differences in sea temper- .
atures in Indian Ocean
{called Indian QOcean dipocle)
and in the Bay of Bengal.
“For instance, there's debate
among scientists on whether
climate change is causing a
shift from the traditional
formof E1Ninotooneknown
asElNinoModoki,” he said.
Also under scrutiny will
be the role played by sun-
light-abscorbing aerosols in
enhancing or depressing
rainfall, which has been an-
other subject of debate, “We
hope to use the latest seam-
less modelling techniques to
seehow these variousfactors
interact with each other and
together impact rainfall in
themediumandlongterms,”
said AchutaRao. The studyis
expected to provide policy-
makers crucial information
onwhat strategiestoadoptto
mitigate the effects of cli-
mate change onrainfall.
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SCIENCE LESSONS AVAILABLE ON MOBILE PHONES

The Asian Age AGE CORRESPONDENT, NEW DELHI, FEB. 29

In an effort to make science more popular, science content is now available through mobiles.

Vigyan Prasar, an autonomous organisation under the department of science and technology and Ignou together
have launched a free SMS service for mobile users that delivers content on science and related areas.

The application, Science@ Mobile, was launched here on Wednesday as part of the two- day National Science
Day celebrations by director of the Inter- University Accelerator Centre, Mr Amit Roy, and will provide all
kinds of informations, including news, quotes from scientists, health tips, and information on environment all
free of cost.
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Publication: The Times Of India Delhi, Date: Mar 1, 2012, Section: Dance Of Democracy, Page: 12;

After PM,
CEC logs on
to Twitter

Mew Delhi: India’s chief
election commissioner has fi-
nally ‘surrendered’ to the so-
cial mediawebsite Twitten

CEC 8Y Quraishi on
Wednesday thanked the
youth of the country and his
son for it. Posting hismaiden
tweet, @uraishi, the head of
the Election Commission,
wrote, “At last, T have surren-
dered to twitter! Thanks to
my son @mustafagquraishi
and the youth of ndia for in-
spiringme.” .

In opening a Twitter ac-
count, @uraishi has followed
in the footsteps of the Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.
whose office now males it a
point to keep the followers
posted of all major happen-
mngs in the PMO, When asked
about the reasons behind his
opening an account on the
wehsite, Quraishi said, “Tt is
part of our efforts to reach
out to wvoters and create
awarenesss.”

Hesaid, “We need toreach
out to voters of all ages and
clazses, Social media is the
latestmedia. Thiswasearlier
left out, We are trving to fill
up that gapnow.”

Guraishi added that voter
education 1s Imperative in
making elections successful
and meaningful. #m



